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evidence of intent to do so. But, as nothing but
vain promises were forthcoming, some American
troops engaged in building a fort on the Apalachi-
cola, just north of the boundary line, marched
down the river in July, 1816, bombarded Nicholls's
Negro Fort, blew up its magazine, and practically
exterminated the negro and Indian garrison. A
menace to the slave property of southern Georgia
was thus removed, but the bigger problem re-
mained. The Seminoles were restive; the refugee
Creeks kept up their forays across the border; and
the rich lands acquired by the Treaty of Fort
Jackson were fast filling with white settlers who
clamored for protection. Though the Monroe Ad-
ministration had opened negotiations for the ces-
sion of the whole Florida country to the United
States, progress was slow and the outcome doubtful.
Matters came to a head in the closing weeks of
1817. General Gaines, who was in command on
the Florida border, had tried repeatedly to get an
interview with the principal "Red Stick" chieftain,
but all of his overtures had been repulsed. Finally
he sent a detachment of soldiers to conduct the
dignitary and his warriors from their village at
Fowltown, on the American side of the line, to a
designated parley ground. In no mood for nego-